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CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY: Over-trapping
severely limited beaver in range, threatened to drive them
extinct in NY by the early 1900s. Since then, regulations
have let beaver recover in population size and range.

LODGES & DAMS: Beaver are
most famous for cutting down trees
and shrubs to eat and build their
dams and lodges with. Beaver
have evolved to build lodges - shel-
ters they live in - for protection from
predators and dams to flood areas
for protection by isolation, flooding
the access to their lodges.

KEYSTONE SPECIES: Beaver are a textbook keystone
species greatly affecting a habitat in even small numbers.
By damming, they create aquatic and wetland habitats
affecting other plants and animal species that live there.




